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COMMON PLEAS COURT ,ﬁs
BUTLER COUNTY \)\
STATE OF OHIO
\@w “

State of Ohio, ex rel.

Ned E. Williams, Director
of Ohio Environmental
Protection and Willianm

J. Brown, Attorney General
of Ohio,

s ®
‘7
"4
“ ;

Plaintiffs,

se o9 00 e9 &5 0 90 o

vs. Case No. CV77-08-0§79

Albert Skinner and :
Mrs. Albert Skinner, :

Defendants.

Deposition of{fPhn c. Skiggggg called by

the Plaintiffs as if on cross examination under the

statute, thken before me, Judy E. Love, a Notary
Public within and for the State of Ohio, at the
offices of Holbrock, Jonson, Bressler and Houser,

315 South Monument Street, Hamilton, Ohio, on Tuesday
May 23, 1978, commencing at approximately 10:30 a.n.
and concluding on the same day; sald deposition

taken pursuant to the stipulations hereinafter set fort

HAMMOCK AND PACE

208 EAST STATE STREET
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215
PHONE 614/ 221-8847
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shgl) he fi1led with the Court cf Common Pleas,

APPEARANCLES:

VILLIAM J. BROWN, Attecrney leneral of Chio,
by COLLEEY XK. MI35L, Asslistant Attorney General,
30 Fas+ 3road Street, Colurmbus, Ohio 43215, appearing
on tehalf o the Pleintif’s,

TIMOTHY R. LVAIS, of the firm of holbrock,
Jenson, Bressler and iliouser, 315 South !onunant
Avenue, Hanilton, Nhio 15011, annearins on heh2lf of :

the TNefendants.

STIPULATICS
MS. NISSL: I would 1like to read a stipulation

inte th2 record arreed to by counsel 2rn this case,
It is amreed to by and betweenrn counsel for

the respective parties that the deposition of John

Skinner, & Witness called for cross examlnatiocn ray

be talen at this time and reduced to writing in

!
|

sternofraphy ty the Notary, who may thereafter transcridbe
’ !

e n —

the deposition; that proof  of the official

character and oualificstions of the Notary 1is hereby @ '
i

waived; that reasonesble and adequate notice was givené

)

to the partles of this deposition; that said trarscrirt

Butler Countv, Ohlo.

(Vditness sworn.) ;LJ-—
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doubt they was, but the Union Township fire department;

was there, yes.

Q How close -‘was the fire to the pond of |

black oily liquids located at the top of the bank i

R i

near the o0ld incinerator?

A I don't know nothing agggiﬂgﬂggnd,aﬁ————

oily liguids, but the incinerator, frorm where it 1is,

to where the fire was, I would say 400 feet down
over a bark at about 75. foot deeper in depth below,
Q Now, Mr. Skinner, you indicated you d;dn't
know anything about a black oily liquid pond.

Are you denvinpg that a pond filled with
black o0i1ly liquids existed on the top of that bank?

A 3 Well, now, at one time when we ran that

landfill, we had problems of fires, of people settling

it on fire, and although even the stuff that was

hauled in there, wherever they picked it up was hot

!
]
!
|
i
i
}
{
|
)
(
i
!

and T put a lake in at that spot below the incinerator
- i

and used it for water for pumving fires..

I even got the plpe out there and the punp
yet -- well, I ¢ot two pumps plus one pumnp 1s gone,
a small one, that I pumped water on them fires with

vvhen they would start.

Noy, there has been some(EE?EEEE)of sone

kind of & pigment such as a(ﬁi?;;;>aign board paint,

S
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néFal conrracting.

location?

A 7ell, that is one of ther there in town

here, I rot some out of town, but I am not

%)

discussing ther right at this timre.

o Are you responsible for ary of the tusiness

activities verscnally?

#.

A. VVell, it 1s according to what it 1is, -

what vou are referrinec to.

A ( Salvav That 1% one of the qana‘;\é>
TN > //f7*“‘ {\\‘____’//} i
g f"

) :;Eﬁ?-fg“yaﬁF'Eﬁglness address or business

i

Q Which business activities are vou resronsitle
for?

A Yell, name then. i
Q Uell, for instance, the sand and gravel 5

operation.

A 1 an responsible for sand and Rravel.
Q The salvage operation?
A EES salvame operation.
Q Are vou responsitle for any btusiness

activitles that deal with the deposits of salvapge

materials on vour property?

A Dh, yes.
a} Any-other disposal of materlals on your

property? Are you in charpe of those?
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closed up -- back when the pernit. was,turned ia- here
’—_‘\_

3 Like what? | }
a Are you resoensible for the disposal of
any barrels containing chemical wastes on your
prooverty?

A. It 1s according to what dates and so forth |

you 2are talking.

Q Just generally, were you the individual
responsible for any of those disposals?
A I am going to tell you this way: Up go

certain dates, I was handling some stuff, @k gﬁu ,

would have to give me some dates of some years: ¢

before I could tell vou because the dump has béen

in Butler County.

That would have to be looked up as records
and I have ran the dump the last couple years, sone
of 1it, and I do dump my own material in there as

of now like so0lid wastes from wrecking debris, houses

e ———

and that and I an responsible for that, btut if you
are talking about barrels of chemicals, you will have
to explain to me what you are talking about.

Q Do you spend a great deal of time on your |
property at 8%“0 or 8750 Cincinnati-Dayton Road?
A Well, I spend about a third of ny time in '

there, maybe half of 1t; sometimes nore than others.
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Q Wlere vou present
1975°
A If vou could pive me a day, I right be

able to tell vou. _—

[ -
Q That islgaster ghnday, April 18, 1976,
v\___/
A Yes, I was there,
Q Did vou observe the fire WwWhich occcurred
\\

(e~
,&k the creel and over the bank from the incinerator?
A Yes, I seen a fire there, but I didn't

know. there was no fire until ¢he fire department

care 1in,
o Nid vou attempt te put the f{ire out?
L Yes. In fact, I was the one that put it

out except what smoldered for 2 couple of days and

I put it out.

Q What was the material that was burnineg on
the propertv?
—\_—/

A Well, I can still dig it up. It 1is a pile

vl
of<£332;khat was dumped there that I was golng to

salvare. There was a lot of two by -- three by

nines in 1t and some six by six timbers and there was

some -- I don't know how manvy -- mavbe 15 or 20

-._/_—‘ RN
<33335r tiiii;§ seen burninge when I gmot up there

and the fire department squirted water on them and
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got them about 85 percent out and they couldn't do
no rood with the wood and I toolz a bulldozer and
covered %t uo with dirt.

Qa PDid you or anvone elise on the property
set the flre?

A lo, I don't know how 1t rot started. I
didn't know there was no fire. I hanpened to be

working down at the entrance of our property --

A

well, the entrance starts from the road in, but
was like £00 feet working off the road, workiné on
a2 Curmnins engine to put 1t in a truck and heré

core the police, sirens and they said, "Hey, ghere

is a fire in there,""and I looked up ~- well, you

could see back off a2 thousand feet, smoke coninpg up,

ard I éidn't know what 1t was.
I had a pgate up thew, I took down the
rate immedlately and went up and I started the

bulldozer and had 1t rfoing "before the fire

qipartment even got there.-

Q Did you call the fire department?

A No, never. I don't know who called then.
G flow, d1d either the Union Township police

or the {'ire departrmient core to the property during
the fire?

A I can't say 1f the poilce was there. Yo
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doubt they was, but the Union Township fire departmenti

was there, yes.
a} Eow close 'was the fire to the pond of !%w,
R W e U W, SN | ‘ T
A

black oily liquids located at the top of the bank i

near the 0ld incinerator?

A I don't know nothing angE’E;EEUMLJHL——* :
- r

0ily liguids, but the incinerator, fror where it 1is,

\

to where the fire was, I would say 400 feet down {
over a bark at about 75 foot deeper in depth below. i
Q Wow, Mr. Skinner, you indicated you d;dn't !
know anything about a black oi1ly liquid pond. :

Are you denving that a pond filled with
black o0ily liquids existed on the top of that bank?
A 3 Well, now, at one time when we ran that i
landfil1l, we had problems of fires, of people setting
it on fire, and although even the stuff that was

hauled in there, wherever they picked 1t up was hot '

and I put a lake in at that spot below the 1nc1neratoq
- ;

and used it for water for pumping fires.. l

I even got the pipe out there and the pump |
yet -- well, I got two pumps plus one pump is gone, !
a small one, that I pumped water on them fires with ,
vwvhen they would start.

Noy, there has been some(EE?fEEE)of some §
{

kind of a pigmrent such as a(ii?;;;)sign board paint,

+

™
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when we -- the last few years we ran the dump, the

last year, that was dumped there by that pond.

Q So you are saying that there wvere sone

barrels stacked in and around the pond?

C:;) Yes, Qhere'were some barrelﬁgi2;55§:>
/——‘\\

\around thiﬂiﬁE§E>that is, and I took and had a lot

of fruit trees -- I had a Job I was doing, was golng
to dig up and I was going to plant them there and

I Sust covered everything up, filled everything up
with a dulldozer and there was no oll, no wateé:or
nothing escaped frorm where I filled it up aﬁd ;ent

into no strears or nothing.

"15%* In fact, there was only like on just a

ol !
piaL

small depth, three, four feet -- well, four feet

would have been the depth if you could have found the

hole to go in, but i1t would have averaged out at

two foot, 18 inches.

Q Could you state again what was located in

that pond?

A I couldn't really say what was located in

e ———

that pond. I do know them barrels .of. so-called --
c o0 AnoW LhgmM Per =29

well, sign board paint 1s what I would call 1it.

I don't know what you would call 1t, and-bé-weas a

heavy-sludge like when you opened up & can of paint
| —— —
that—ts—not mixed and the@mpm

S ——— ——
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IO A f#; Mipot had put some stuff nearby that
| one“CTXEWER“In the line of chemicals. That is when
i —

| we wa#TBUANINg the landfill,

4 In fact, the County was notified when they
was coming in’ . the Mayor in Reading and Charlie
Gertz had some stuff that nobody could handle that we
handled one time and the County was notified if
they would let us take it in there which we did

and it has been so long, I don't remerber what kiRB\\J

of liquids was put in there in barrels and tanks.

I do know that there was some 8

that was buried in there from the Government,

some bombs, but the 0ld man that disconnected the
bombs, took the de“onators out of them and used the
explosives for oill well work. That is one of our

lines of businNess out of town.

Q Did any of the chemicals or the items that
you have just mentioned that were possibly located
in this pond, did any of those items come from

Chemdyne Corporation?

A ’jgiggggizzxgafhing there from Chemdyn
<§;zgg§ifion théi,I fizﬂiggéii:!hat has ever been put

in that placev/;hat is, only what I have handled 1like
| LGl Ao P (R0

in working on their trucks)// ‘

dow, I did have some of their trailers j
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where I set out -- I think --

for sure,

at one time, one at one time and one at anothe

that had to b

way I could do 1t was e

the only

put I think I set tWo loads of bw

T ain't going to say

r time

have the other trailer there

the traller,

Q

tankers or tran

A
out there

in one of

e transferred to another t

and put them in
SRR

Did you at one time(EiEEg)ou Chemdyne

“Yes,\at one time, I d

pecause the springs and axles was all ¢
ecary s ——

but there was nothing

scontinental tankers?

raller and
ez -

¢+ thenm on the ground,

racked under

ever dumped there.

.

jd clean out & qguple

and I put the stuff in barrels and. pu; it

thelr trailers and

I hauled for then. I hauled

then.

Q

them out?

you or were they empt

A

Like there might be -- there wasone I got &s much as
12, 14 barrels in them at one time with wate
so forth tha

cut it out and stean,

Q

A

Wwhat do you mean when you say

Were they. full when the

They was empty with some res

1 hauled 1t to --.well,

different places for

y with residue?

£ I had put in there and

you cleaned

y were brought to

idque 1in thm.

r and
added to it to

T have used stean on themnm.

Do you know what was sn the tanker

(No): d1dn't know

what was in them.

The

~—

—
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only time they would tell me when they would give

me a certain tanker with numbers on it that there was
acid 1in and 1t didn't make any difference what vou
used on them, but some chemicals would explode with
water and they would tell me what was in them and I
used whatever was there to clean then,

One time, I used chemicals on it to clean
it and that is the one I got about 12, 15 barrels
of stuff out of 4t and I watched before I steared
i1t to keep the stuff from exploding with water.

It probably had some kind of soda in 1t. f

Q Did any of the chemicals that you cleaned

o~ .

out of the trucks have a chemical Gdbr?%~

A ges I haq_some that had _an odor tQJit yes.-
Q How would you describe that odor?
A Well, you h2ve smelled paBoline before,

haven't you?

q Sure.
A : Well, it was the same as gasoline, only it
was like a different odor and as soon as ~- like a

matter of 10 minutes, it was pgone.

Q Have you ever heard of this area on the

top of the bank above the creek that ‘D&’have been
talking about where this pond is, have you ever heard

that area referred to as a lagoon?.
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L. A lamoon? I never have.

Q Now, this would be maybe somnebody else nsed
the term, perhads the policeren or the firenren or
maybe someone from nhio EPA, put have Yyou ever

heard that area referred to 2as a lagoon by anyoné else?

A -1 never have.
Q what 1s yecur Aefirition of a 1agoon? ;
A Jell, I have built several lagoons there

within about four miles of the place for up there

at Hauck Subdivision for septic tanks. They ar$ i
operating in the area richt today. Over on Yest :
Chester rRoad, there 1s sone wvhich s 2 steel tank.
Thege Was dirt up there at tauck subdivision over at

I think it 133 there 1s several of them of dirt right
in the open, 1aid out right 4n the field right on |
top of dirt. Today, they can be inspected over
there and they called then lagoons. I built them. 1
It is not on ™Y property. It 4s on theirs. H
Q Vould you say that a lagoon and a pond \
are simfar? E
A No, these lagoons had stuff the way they wa%

Quilt was pumped into ther and a pond 15 made where
you can catch water frorm the rain or springs. |
Q But if let's say g laynan 1iYke nyself, if

1 were to 100k at one, would'I be able toO tell the
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differsnce tetween 2 la7sc0on and 3 ncrd?

A Yon would have te ¥new what vou wsas looiiine

for toc Inow the difference, T ruzss. I don® tn-~w
what vaou would exnlalin 1t as. Veou wsaulad
say 2 cond ard 1f that 4s all vou kove sver sSaen,

you vculd sav it was a lake or 2 pond or ocean on

a river,
a] *hat was 4in the harrels that were lcogtel

arocunn the vnond at the ton. of the banl. near the

incirarstor? :
A Likte I sz232 tefore, the onlv thing I kyowed
thit was in any of thsm barrels at the last was, §hat
paint sludce, pilement. ¢
o} Was there 3 corrany n2-e on the barrels
or any 14entification?
il
A Oh, T couldn't sav for sure. "There vas

when they was bmought in there, but at whatever tinme

. am——— e ——— - - ——

you 2re referring to, I wouldn®™ know.

0 How did thev ret to yourproperty? How did

&g,gjlﬂ&éls r,et to vour property%

A Different peonle broucht thenm 4in and dumoed

them.” WP was like waste collsétors®

G ere anyv of ther brousht by voursel)® or

any cf vour farmily 1rerhers?

A I wouldn't lnow. Thev nrohably wanldi+
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have been;//f/éin't saying whether they was or they

wasn’ty//

Have you ever been on the Cham-dyne pnroperty

o]

!
|
{
{ in Hanilton, Ohio?

A Ch, yes.

Q Fave vou ever smelled chenical odors other
than the timre that you indicated in cleaning out the

tankers for Chem-dyne on your proverty? For instance,

a chemical odor that would be like a naint smell or

a solvent or a thinner or insecticide?
A I have used chericals myself on that

property, that is, workineg on different stuff thét

is down where I work and you open up a barrel of

chenical, vou are going to smell 1t. I have used

caustics, boiler compound and all types of material.
Q Now, did you on April 18, the day of the
fire, attempt to bulldoze a path between the fire

and the pond area?

lumber was piled in blocks and cribbing that I use
In my work to keen it from catehing on fire because
the lesaves from the fall of the year to spring like
that was dry richt at that time and I didn't want my

cribting to catch on fire about $20,000 worth.

Q Nid- you at any tinme attenrpt ty bulldozing

Cfg) I bulldozed a path that was where some other

!
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a path between the fire and the pond to prevent the

fire from reachinms the pond?

-

A I don't see how a pond would burn -- if I

wanted to put a path between there and that for it, I

would probably cut a slot to let the water run on
the fire,.

Q Did you speak with Mr. Joe Moore of the
Dhio EPA Southwest Distriect Office on April 21
concerning the disposal of liquid industrial waste

on your property? Do you recall that? ;

/}/ I don't know if I have or not; I have}

talked to a lot of EPA guys and I wouldn't know one

name from the other,

Q Were you present on April 2b, 1976 when
Joe Moore, Elmer Rekm, Hugh Davis and Lawrence
Harﬁ&& visited your property pursuant to your

mother's permission to do so?

A I guess I was there.
Q WVho was with you at that time?
A I wouldn't know right now who was with‘

me. There was somebody with me maybe. I think the

0ld man was pgone right at that time.

8} Could you describe to me how you conductecd

the tour of your property?

A They wanted to look where that fire was
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and Y took them and showed themn where the fire was

and there was -- how many days later was that, the

217
Q Yes, the 18 to the 21.
A That was three or four days later. Well,

T took them and showed them where the fire was and
there was a little bit of smoldering yet where I

covered that pile of wood up end the guy by the

nane of Mecore, he did all the talking and said that

ought to be put out and I said I will put that but
a little better because when I covered it up, 15
burned underneath and it caused a spot there and‘the
dirt caved in and 1t was coning out of a hole.

So I went 1n there within a couple of hours
and put 1t completely out, which he came béck a few
days later and seen 1t was out.

Q Now, did you discuss with Mr. Moore at any

time the disposal of 1liquid chemical wastes on your

property during this tour?

A l'e asked me -~ I don't knowwhat tine --

1{f I was dumping chemicals there and I told him I
wasn't dumping nothing, only my own Stuff i I even
told him that.

Q Did you at any tire refuse r, Moore access

to any area on the property?
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j/// | No, I never refused him no access. The only
thing I told him, i1f he wanted to look further where
the fire was, he would have to‘wait until the old

man came because the old man was running nost of the
place there at the time because I was in and out ;
of town there quite 2 bit there at them dates you
are talking about before and I don't know what
the nan was doing there because he does a lot of '
secret work for the Government that nobody is !

supposed to know about and I didn't want him running

all over the place unless the 0ld man is theref’ !
Q What area did he weant to see?
A I don't know. He never discussed what |
area and he got kind of smart and he said well, |
if you don't yant nme to look at nothing elge, I will
Just go and I said, it is all right; you look at
anything you want to, but you make an :appoihtment with
Mr. Albert Skinner and I said he would be back there

Wednesday and Mr. Moore came back later with a

warrant and about a dozen bums he had picked up

around town there. They were trying to protect hin,

Q Was Mr. Moore walking towards an area

at the time and did he at any time ask to see 2an

area and was refused to see that area?

A Viell, 1t was jJjust like I told you. I told
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him if he wanted to see any furcher than where he
looked, that he would have to corme back when “r,
Skinner was there. I didn't refuse him to loox at
nothing,; that 1s, I jfust told hin he would have to
come back at a later date.

Q Were you present on the property on April 2¢,
1976 when lir. Moore and the Butler County Sheriff
Office served & warrant to any of the property --

1t would be around five p.m. on that date?

A I wasn't present at the tirme they come,

but I was present soretime later, say, a half hsur,
hour. I don't know.

Q Yho was with you at that time?

A llobody was with me when I come ther that

is, when I was present because I was by myself, that
1s, but Mr. Skinner was there I guess when they cone
because when I found them, he was with them.

Q Was there anyone else besides your father ,
and yourself?

A I can't say that there was right at that
time. There was some more people on the property

that has pgot access to 1t, but I can't say that they
wasn't with me unless my brother was there at the
time, because I can't say he was or he wasn't.

Q Coﬁld you describdbe the investigation that
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took place on april 267

A Well, Mr. Moore, that 48 when he brought

the Butler County Sheriff. Jell, they -~ see, I

wasn't there when they first cone. Like I say, they

was there an hour probably pefore I got there,
and from what I could get, they had looked where
the fire was and they drove up into where you are
talking, there is an jncinerator and then they was
over on the other hill when I got there.

See, 1 didn't see them when they Wwas ﬁp
there by the 4ncinerator at that tine. T did
see them up there, but aot right then. +“hen 1

seen them, they was over On another hill looking

7"at a lot of barrels of grease 1 have had there and

01l that I toolk out of sonme tanks and they was in
all types and all kinds of barrels and they could
have said anything.

Some of them barrels had all different
kinds of signs on them. I had picked then up 2ll
over to get them. In fact, 1 had got some of the
barrels from Chem-dyne to put this 041 and grease

and I used that o1il. 1 sent 1t out of town on one

in

of my pleces of property and there may have been 2t

the time he was looking there 2 1ot of then barrel

that I had maybe took out of one of the Chemn-dyne
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trucks to be put in another trailer because right
in that time there, I had put barrels that I had took
out of one of Chem-dyne's trailers and I was -- I
had several tank%ers on “he place right there where
he was of Chem-dyne's that I was putting gaskets,
valves, lights, mud flaps, tires, just giving then
a complete going over and there wasn't none there to
be cleaned out though, just valves and stuff to be
put in them where they was leaking and so forth
arnd they had plugs. in then. :
Q Can you recall what was said during fhe
Investigation?
A Well, there wasn't too much of anything
said, only they asked what was in the barrels and
I told them i1t was nore of their business’what was
in them bdarrels of grease, that that was stuff un --
nothing to do with what they was looking for, that

.
is, what they sald they was looking for.
qQ Did the investipgation go to the pond area?
A They went over where the pond was while'I
was there, yes. He, Mr, Moore, jumped a fence like
a bull was after hin and Pe ran through a field 1like

he was looking for a lost treasure and he found

a pond which 1s out there rizht now of lime which

eccmes out of the Glendale Waterworks that I clean th




22

10

11

1.3

13

16

17

18

19

watervorks out and that is used to purify water with

and he took ~- I would sav he had a carera with hin,

He took several plictures of 1t in differert

spots and I had been bulldozirng on that onroperty,

levelins ¢t ur 5 like I told you, plant fruilt trees.

Q

The area that you bulldozed was the area

vhere the -- gbove the fire at the top of the bank

and near the incinerator, 1is that right?

ya

That 18 right. Thet was a long ways from

where the fire was, but I had been bulldozing before

the fire, several weeks before that, too.

Q

What was the purpose for your grading or

excavating of this area?

A

Well, I had a job where there was a lct

pf fruit grees I was clearing and Iwas goling to dig

them fruit trees up and plant them on that property.

Where that garbage has been buried, that is an awful

good place to plant those fruit trees.

Q

A

Now, have you planted those fruit trees?

Yell, 4f you keep on, i1f you ask me thet a

l1ittle later, I can explain that to you, but they

cane in,

the EPA did, and dug a big trench and messed;

it up where I couldnt plant thenm trees there and I

couldn't plant the trees there. I sold then.

Q

Why d4id you buy the barrels and cover this --
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strike that aquestion.

In this arez that you craded and excavated,
wry di¢ wvou bure 23 rnunber sf tarrels in this area?
A, well, that vas them bharrels of pipment that
was puft in there uncer pernit when 1 was running the

1andf111 thera I didn't seé wry I couldn t bury

e - e o i

th°m. \
/ H
Q Tow, ¢id you actuz2lly do this rrading ;
|

yoursel?? i
A 1 dcne most of 1% ryvself. Z !
) \

a pr the tinme you were doing the grading, ‘

were there any cherical cdors that Yyou noticed?

3 wrell, when Vvou dir into 2 1andf11l where yol
wave dumped pabeT, rparbase such 2as household stuff {
1ike was put in there, You ret an odor out of i¢t,
ves, and it roes out in the air. You could maybve
amell it as much as a nile away for certain wastes as
the wind blows 1 would say, put 1t would stop in a
natt%r of 20 minutes after you gquit moving 1it,

|
|
|
\
|
|
l

stirring 1t.

Q Tow, 510 anyone nelp you do the grading

or excava**n%fvoursel‘.
A Well, I had severzal bpulldozers there
graéing.

o Whé else?
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A Well, I don't know what operators or what
was there at the time with me grading. Well, I rct
a lot of bulldozers.
al Did vou use all of your own bulldozers
to do this?
A I would say I did probably unless I had one

there that somebody was working on it or what and

tried it out.

2 Who 40 you nornally hire to operate these

bulldozers besides yourself? d

A I got different rer I hired out of the
union hall and so forth. There are other operétors.
) Do you recall the nanmes?

A Well, I operate under different names and
leave some of the other company hire the operators
on account of tax dbrackets, too.

Q But_you don't recall specifically the |
names of any of the people? ;
A No, I don't. I wasn't there all the tine |
the bulldozers -- I had my dbrother because I was
working on another job where I was going to dig these
fruit trees up and plant them at that tinme,

= D1d you only use bulldozers? Is that the
type of equipment .you used or did you use sonmething

-

larger than that or smaller?
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A I won't say T 4144 use'anything jarger of 2

pulldozer. 1 don't see what I needed 3¢ for. 1 was

jus® leveling up.
Q Were Yyou present on vay 4, that 1s 2

Tuesday, 1976, when representatives of Ohio EPA,

Butler County Sheriff's Department entered your
premnises with 8 search warrant and digging equipment?
A I was there, yes. ‘
e pDid you attempt tO bplock the search by

placing 2 pulldozer diagonally across the roadiay

on the way to this pondarea?

[ Well, we went through that, too, all right?
I had a pulldozer there that 1 was going to bring
down for repalr and somahihgwent wronfg in the
tpransmission of 1t and 1t locked up.

Q Could you explain why it was diagonally g
across the road?

A It wasn't diagonally across the road. It

was traveling parallel l1ike you would drive down the

road and when 4t locked up, 1¢ kind of throwed sort
of a foot oné way or the other, but there wasn't
nothing aidevways. You couin't get around 1it.

Q 1t was blocking the roadway to sone extent?
A Tpey wanted to move 4¢ and I told then toO

~~ ahead and move 4t Af they wanted to move it, but




E'ég"tv

-1

©

19

25

they would be responsible for all the danages that
was done to 1t other than what was wrong with 1¢,
which I have fixed 1it.

Q How, did you tell representatives of the
EPA that nerve gas, flame throwers, phosphorus,
mustard gas, explosives and other incendiary bombs
was buried in the area where Ohio EPA intended to
dig?

A I told then they was buled in there, yes,
but some of them flame throwers, phosphorus ani-gases'
come from -- well, Mayor Gertez knows where they.cone
from in Reading, but ROW -&-bet of Shat S4WAL.EMRE §
from w engtneer —thW@epoQ
There waw & guy by th& HAdE IT - BRE - Wald-ewd NcNamara
that brought stuff . They are both dead now and
you would have to check with the County there; there
was stuff and they would c£ll_safilwing: 18 to me and
I Y know everything they Nedlghp pm there.

Q Now, is the area where these items were
supposedly buried the same area as the pond areza

that we have been discussing that is adjacent to the

incinerator?
A They was fairly close.
Q Now, were you responsible for explosions

which occurred on your property over the weekend of
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May 8, 1976 and May 9 and 10, 1976?

A Vhat now?

Q Were you responsible for several explosions
which occurred on your property over the weekend

of May 8, 9, and 10?

A 19 -- what?
e 1976.
A You are ~- I am unknownst to what you are

t2iking about there.

Q Were you present on the property on ﬁay 11
in the morning when the Army, OChio EPA, Sheriff

and other individuéls entered the property under a
search warrant?

A I was there, yes.

Q Could you describe the area where the
group procezied to in order to start digging?

A Do what now?

Q | Describe the area where this group of
individuals went to to begin their digging.

A Well, there i1s an incinerator there and they
dug approximately 200 feet from the incinerator
kind of southeast.

Q D1d you indicate to Mr. Moore at that tine

that he had found the center of the pond?

A Well, he asked me where the center of it was
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Q yere you present on July 25, 1977 when

and measured 1t out himself and I salid that by looking
at it at this tine, 1 would say that is the center of
it.

I couldn't judge it any better than he
could, I mean, at that time, only that 1 was famillar
with i¢t, which he had the center of 1t I would say.
Well, it could have been two feeﬁ off. So what?

Q Yere you present on the property on

July 22, 1977 when 8 major fire occurred on the site?

[ say that date again. ; |
Q That would be July 22, 1977. _

A That is at 2 1ater date.

Q Yes, this would be 2 year ago this sunmer.

A No, I am not -- I hea;d there was a fire

on the railroad at that time close to our place,

but I wasn't home that day. 1 don't know nothing
about 1t because Mr..Moore had come down there; 1t !
was a couple of days later from that date you are g
talking about and that 18 when I heard about the

fire, but I didn't know =< T don't knovw nothing

about 1it. I don't know - where. it was.

Q You can't say where 1t was burning?

A I cen't say if 1t was on ny place, oVver

there, OT where.

S
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representatives of Ohlio EPA entered your property in
order to take samples of the pond area?
A I imacine I was.
a Yfere you present on Augfust 18, 1977 when
officials of Ohio EPA again entered your property
for additional samples?
A Yes.
qQ Eave you graded or excavated or disturbed
the pondarea since May, 1976 when Ohio EPA dug for
samples? -
A I ain't done a thing to the pond area since
the EPA had dup for samples ocutside of push soﬁe
stuff up at the far end against 1t, filling in a little
more, but not close to where they dug or nqthing. |
Nothing has been disturbed of any part of it where
they have worked or dug.
Q Did you or your father hire H. C. Nutting
Company to take core samples of the pond area?

A I don't know who hired H. C. Hutting//
to take core samples.
Q Were you aware that H. C. MNutting dicd
take core sanples?
A I was there when they come, They asked

me whare the spot was they was to bore and I took

them and showed them and they had a hundred and some
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feet from the center out they was supposed to
measure and they wante4 to know where the center of
the place was and I took them up there and I said
risht here is where Mr, Moore and me had picked

that time and jJust take this in here and go from
there out and they bored I don't know how many holes,
what boring, and I left. I left it up to then,

Q Have you ever seen the results of the

sanples that they took?

v A I never di1d, no. i
9 Do you know how deep they bored?
A I don't know how deep they bored.
Al Do you know {f in fact they found a clay

liner in that area?

/A I don't know what they found. I have never
seen the samples. In fact, I don't know who has
seen them., I don't know who sent the bill, who to,
or who paid for it or nothing.

] Do you happen to know the water table, the
level of the water table in the area near the pond?
A | By talking to the water table, now --

Q Would you like me to describe a little
better what I mean by water tabl=?

A Yep, I am familiar with water tables, but

T want 0o know what you mean by water table,
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qQ It would be the subsurface water like in the

creek., Not the creek vater,

A Lower yet?

Q I have no idea what the level would be,
but Xwould be the subsurface water fror which well
water is tapped into, et cetera?

A Oh, yes. I got that.

qQ Do you hapoen to know the water tabie
level of the pond area?

A I pretty well do know the water table f
level, but the first thing I would have to do —; I
am tadking off the top of my head -- but it would be
to the original ground level there; it would dbe fron
the pond where you are talking about, 1t would be
50 foot to the level of the ground suface.

Then thé water table would be like 15 to 20
feet from there down. Now, it could be as much as
five feet, too. I can take you out there and show
you wells that we drink out of at certain tires of
the year that is only five feet deep at the original
ground surface, but this 1s what you are talking
about 1s up on a hill which i3 say 50 feet higher up
in height.

Q “hat do you mean when you say original

ground surface? Has this area been built up?
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vA Ye, 1t 1s a hill.

1o} So wher youd 32V oril-~iral ergund sur
vol mean at the bottom of the hill?

& Yes. So you are %talking five feet fron
the tottom of the hill. If fact, you are talking
the water level, the water level is higher than the
creekx which you can see for yourself 1f you was
there,

2 Now, repgarding the pond area, have you at
ary tire put any kind of for the sake of simpl&city,

black oozy materiég® in that ocnd area?

C:’/// There was at the last ysar, the last

—
W

A
thr

[

e ronths we run that landfill cut there, tc

1
[y

rry knowledge, there was scomne creosote put in there,
dumped out, which would go to the bottonm of the water.
It 1s heavier than water -- anyhow, it sinks, if

it is heavier than water or what, but to M7

knowledge, there was sevgﬁfm
ey *

Q Vhat about recently? “What about 19767

Was there any chemicals, llculd chemicals or liguid
blac” 60z, 011, any kind of 1lilauildy or seml-liquid
substance that was placed in thex?

a, There was nothines placed in there to my

knnwledre., If it was, 1t was put in there unbeknowns
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to me. Now, 1 ri111ed the hole up when I pushed it
over, ané¢ li%e you say, thare was sone barrels of
that pigrent there and when I started pushing, I
just covered it all up there, and some of then
barrels was so rusty, they would just fall apart
when you would hit then.

Q Now, dAid anybody who helped you grade this

area or push the dirt over it, did anybody get sick

fron the snell? . g
A I don't know whether they got sick. f
& ?as there a smell or an odor during the

time that you were zrading over?

A There was no odor there, no snell, only
like I told you, like when I went to pushing, there
was some high spots of that landfill material there
anéd I went to pushing them off and it was sort of
like a fermenting smell off of that paper that
come off and you could maybe like I said, smell it
a mile away, but it would o away as soon as you

stopped pushing.

As soon as the sun hit it, it was gone, but

I covered 1t up with dirt when I got 1t level there

to stop 1t, which we covered the dirt when we ran

the landfill -every -- well, ie didn't cover every day

4t dem~ mava An 211 the time, byt we
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kept puttine dir:t because I found out lat
from exnerience, the rore dirt I would put
the less fires, because 1f !t caunat fire, 2
only r¢ to where the dirt was and I didn't ha

Rt

Kovacs

worry ahout all of ¢

G Now, didiMr. rom Chem-dyne Corp

ever comne to your pr Znd accompany you on a.

of the investigaticns conducted by Ohio FEPA?

A ell, he came to re and Bruce Vinton --
see “they .said that therd was
’ & r f

/

engineers and was having any problem,N\that they

could mavbe help me sdve them, like they could draw

-

up 4i1f72rent nlans and so ferth what could be dcne
and I told them I didn't think I needed neo ensineers
plans drawn up at that time of what could be done,
and then they looked at it and being as I was working

———

for them, they walked .around over the area and they

drawed some kind of a sketch and said that they

could draw up a plan to solve the problem, if there

was any problem,
(93 #hat kxind of problen vere they thinking

you had? A problem with the pond you mean?

—
\\EE:::) Ho, thersaid that they had worked in some

landfills where there was stuflf leaking out of them

that was gettfnz in the water and they had ways of
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building ponds around 1t and catching it with a

desizn., I told them I wasn't having no problen,

[a} Was Mr. Kovaces or

W\—

Mr, WVinton there vhen

Ohto EPA investigated your property on the four or

five occasions that Ohio EPA did cone on your

property?

A Well, I think Winton was there. I wouldn't

say for sure when Ohio EPA dug, but Bill Kovams might

have been there at one time

had been there, but I think EPA notified ther ar

something from what, someth

or the other when they |

ing B411l1 said or what,

so much took place when he come out there. He said |

that the EPA called hinm and tried to tell hir that

his chemicals was out there,

Well, yes, his chenicals was out there 1in

sone of those trallers and

on, but I guess maybe he had a right to be out there.

I said that is the reason,
over gaskets all the time,
and all different kinds of
would send some of his men
there.

Q Were you present
samples after they'started

present then?

that that I was working

too. He would bring ne

too, and bolts and valves

working hardware and he v

that worked for him out

when Mr. Ken HQrgh took

digging on May 11? Were you
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A Was I dipging?

qQ This was the time they are digging. ‘

A I was present all the time they was there.

Q Now, was 1t, the sanples that Mr, Hirch took

of the black ooz, was that the creosote that you had
dumped in there?

Y

was he got out of there., It was soﬁething that was

Vell, I don't know what that black stuff

put in there when we was running the .landfill 1s all

»
2,

I can say. I never paid

he got out of there.

too much attentlon to Qhat

I know he took some samples of that ﬁigment
out of them bdbarrels that I said that they are sign
board paint. That is what I would call it. It c¢ould

be something else, but it was for that purpose, I

18

19

20

think, whatever 1t was.

MS. NISSL: We have no further questions

right now.

MR. EVANS: Ve want to read the deposition.?

(Deposition concluded at 11:30 a.m.)

State of Ohio,

County of Butler,

John €, Skinner
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I certify that the deposition was signed

in my presence by John C. Skinner on the day

of , 1978,

IN WITHESS WHEREOP, I have hereunto set

my hand and affixed my seal of office at

Ohio, this day of , 1978.

Notary Public
State of Ohio

My Commission expires s, 19 .
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The State of Chio,
County of Franklin,

I, Judy E. Love, a i'otary Public within
and for the State of Ohio, do hereby certify that,

before the giving of his said deposition, the saicd

John C. Skinner was first duly sworn by me to tell the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth;
That saild deposition was taken in all .
respects pursuant to the stipulations of counsel

heretofore set forth;

That the foregoing 4s the deposition given

at the said time and place by the said John C, Skinner;

That I am not an attorney for or relative

of elter party and have no interest whatsoever in the

event of this litigation.
IN WITNESS WHSREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand and official seal of office at Columbus, Ohlo,

this 26th day of May, 1978. ﬁ g)%{/
— /[‘(-«(é :

Jydy E. Yove
véfary ublic
State of Ohlo

My Comnmission expires March 31, 1983,




